Lesson 4.4 Assessment Rubric for Critical Analysis of Falling Rocket Assignment

Name___________________________________________________
Assignment: Write a Critical Analysis of “Falling Rocket”
• View James McNeill Whistler’s painting Nocturne in Black and Gold, the Falling Rocket.
• Read the essay Whistler v. Ruskin: Aesthetics Trial.
• Write a description and analysis of the painting. Include information about color, composition,
subject, and style (abstract, realism). Write neatly using understandable and appropriate grammar.
• Critique the painting. Explain why you do or do not consider this painting to be fine art. Include
Whistler’s, John Ruskin’s, or other art critics’ opinion to support your argument.
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